
ocessing facility proves faster can be better 
ilingen RRD, Stuttgart APOD/E cut 6-hour bus rides in half 

R. Green 
Citizen 

have a cool drink, and throw an Indiana 
into the VCR. You're at the 2ist Replace-
Jting Detachment (RRD) at Nellingen Bar-

•dventure may be just beginning for Indy, but 
for soldiers arriving at building 3620. Wheth-
_ to Germany or heading back to the States, 

wre to feel r i ^ t at home m their short stay at 
gen facility. 

Ndlingen RRD is a short-term processing center 
soldiers are bused to Nellingen from the airport, 

" quickly, and then bused to their new assign-
Soldiers can enjoy beverages, watch television, 
• heat up a quick lunch on the microwave. 
RRD's work began when the Aerial Port of 
iiion/Embarkation (APOD/E) opened at Stutt-

mtemational airport on May 1. An APOD/E at 
iberg opened also, 

new openings were created because of the long 
for soldiers and family members from the 

-Main airport at Frankfurt to their assignments. 
' of those ndes were very lengthy. 

APOD/Es have done what they set out to do," 

said Sgt. 1st Class David G. Tucker, NCOIC of Ncllin-
;en's RRD. "Before, bus rides were five to six hours 
ong. Now, the longest is two and a half hours, some
times less." 

When Tucker says less, he's talking about the express 
buses. The express buses take soldiers and family mem
bers directly to their new assignments i f no one else is 
getting off at another destination along the route. 

"We sometimes process 25 to 30 soldiers a day," 
said Tucker. "The average time a person stays here is 
23 minutes." 

The RRD's processing includes a verification of as
signments, an Exceptional Family Member Program 
screening, and a review of the Military Occupation 
Specialty Reclassification Board. 

"An important part of our job is the Exceptional 
Family Member Program screening," Tucker said. " I f 
soldiers have family members with special needs, we 
can place those soldiers at units within areas that have 
doctors or other specialists that can fulfill the excep
tional family member's needs." 

Soldiers with Stuttgart port calls will take Pan-Am 
flight 91 to either John F. Kennedy International Air
port in New York or Dulles International Airport in 
Washington, D.C. 

The Stuttgart APOD/E has received over 1,900 trav

elers as of July 20 and the RRD has processed about 
1,100 of them. The approximate 800 not processed are 
soldiers at the airport on emergency leave, temporary 
duty, or picking up family members. Also, Department 
of Army civilians, family members, and students using 
Stuttgart's airport account for the remainder of the 
people not processed. 

The RRD serves 11 communities from Schwaebisch 
Hall lo Neu Ulm, including all six Greater Stuttgart 
Military Subcommunities. The facility also serves 12 
major commands with V I I Corps having the largest 
number of soldiers processed through. 

The "S-bus" sponsorship system is used to transport 
soldiers from the APOD/Es, and from the RRD lo the 
units of assignment. Under the "S-bus" program the 
Army hires civilian buses to transport the soldiers. 

Tucker also said that the transportation system cuts 
down on time spent getting to the airport. 

"For example, when soldiers take other soldiers lo 
the airport, instead of the three-hour trip up to Frank
furt and the three-hour trip back, ihcy can just go to 
Stuttgart. That cuts out 90 percent of the travel time 
on the autobahn, and as a result lessens the risk a 
soldier has of an accident." 

So, enjoy that cool beverage, but drink it fast. Be
cause with the RRD at work, soldiers will be on their 
way to their unit or airport before Indiana Jones ever 
sees the Temple of Doom. 

briefs 

Post office closing 
In observance of U.S. Army 

Postal Group's Organizational 
Day. the Post Offices under the 
rontrol of the 139th Postal Com
pany wil l be closed on Sept. 15. 

RB store opening 
The new Four Seasons and Toy-

land Store at the Robinson Bar
racks Main Exchange will open 
Sept. 9 at 10 a.m. The Grand 
Opening will be at bldg. 132, adja
cent to the USO lounge. The new 
store will feature toys, outdoor liv
ing furniture, hardware, pet sup
plies, luggage, and automotive 
items. 

Many special appearances, 
drawings, and giveaways are 
scheduled. 

The grand prize drawing wil l in
clude boy's and giri's bicycle re-
mole control cars, a camera, and 
more. 

The festivities will be going'^on 
both Saturday and Sunday. 

Retail sale 
The Defense Reutilization and 

Marketing Office Ludwigsburg, lo
cated on Osterholsallee, near Cof
fey Barracks and the Commissary 
will hold a large retail sale of ex
cess personal and government 
property Sept. 15 from 8 a.m. to 
noon. 

The sale is open to everyone, 
and many valuable items will be 
available at low prices. All items 
are sold "as is," and all sales are 
final. 

For information, contact the 
DRMO at 4282-892/554. 

"Thankyou" 
AAFES-Europe wants to say 

"thank you" to its customers once 
more with Customer Appreciation 
Days V l I I , held Sept. 28 through 
Oct. 1. 

Sixty-six European exchange 
locations wil l offer numerous 
"special buys" during this an
nual event. Significant savings 
wil l be found on crystal, anniver
sary clocks, watches, electronics, 
clothing items, and accessories. 
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Recess is over 
ptioto bv Lionel R Green 

Second-grader Becky Fritz of Patch Elementary School rings the bell alerting the other children that recess is 
over. Schools throughout GSMC opened their doors last week. Patch Elementary, last year's top elementary 
school also boasts the Administrator of the Year, Robert Park. Glynne Tourquand, one of two principals from 
DoDDS to receive the National Distinguished Principal Award last year said the first day of school was great. 
"No child missed a bus or forgot his lunch money." 


